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July 1, 1993

93-194
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU OFFERS SATELLITE PROGRAMMING TO MIGRANT STUDENTS

CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University has been selected as one of four sites in Illinois that will broadcast educational programs to migrant students via satellite.
The satellite program will supplement an existing on-campus
instructional program for children of migrant farm workers who
arrive in Charleston later this month to detassel corn.
Bill Phillips, a student teaching coordinator at Eastern and
director of the project, is excited about the new distance
learning component. "For the first time, migrant students will be
given an opportunity to receive credit courses via satellite. The
courses are designed to follow the students wherever they migrate," Phillips said.
He explained that a typical student in the program will
begin the course in Texas, complete units in Arkansas, Illinois
and Indiana and finish the course in Washington state. A national
record transfer system will allow sites to update student records
via computer.
Eastern will provide a classroom teacher to monitor the
satellite broadcasts, lead the class in hands-on activities, give
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a pre- and post-test for each unit and evaluate the effectiveness
of the instruction.
During the broadcasts, students will have the opportunity to
interact with other classes and the teachers through a telephone
bank. "They will speak into the phone and hear the responses live
on TV," Phillips said. The broadcasts will originate in San
Antonio, Texas, through TI-In, a national distance learning
corporation.
Phillips said Eastern was selected as a site for the project
because of its technological capabilities and excellent reputation of service to migrant students. John Beabout, director of
Eastern's radio/TV station, has collaborated to provide satellite
downlinking.
In addition to participating in the broadcasts, migrant
students will be integrated into regular summer youth classes in
language arts, mathematics and swimming offered through Eastern's
College of Education and Professional Studies and School of Adult
and Continuing Education.
The program is funded by a $35,235 grant from the Illinois
State Board of Education.
Phillips noted that Texas educators initiated the distance
learning project since that state is home to many migrant students.
He visited the home schools of students in the Rio Grande
Valley who will be participating in the project and received
training on distance learning at South Padre Island, Texas, and
Billings, Montana.
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